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GENERAL STATISTICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


Area: Land 111,692 Acres 
Number of Parishes 5 53 
Rateable Value (31.3.73) .. . £6,352,980 
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Number of inhabited houses (31.3.73) ie Bie se oa 20,357 
Estimated mid-year Home Population (1972) .. 5 és ve se at) 54,910 
Census Population 1971 54,005 


The District is of a mixed urban and rural nature with the villages near Cambridge acting largely 


as a dormitory area for the City. 
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Infant Mortality 
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To the Chairman and Members 
of the 
Chesterton Rural District Council 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present the report for the year 1972, prepared in accordance with Ministry 
of Health Circular 1/73 dated Ist January, 1973. It is commended to you, and to the general public 
of the district, as a most interesting, detailed and informative account of the work undertaken for the 


health of the community. 


I would wish to express to all concerned, members and colleagues, my most sincere thanks for 


all their help, encouragement and advice during the year. 


M. E. HOCKEN, 
Acting Medical Officer of Health 


VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 
(The mid-year home population is used for the statistical calculations) 


Live Births Male Female 
Legitimate .. ee Fs *. a, LP Re 418 363 
Illegitimate .. - es 3; ie ae LE 15 17 

Totals*~... b 7” 05 oe SE 433 380 


Birth rate per thousand estimated population 
Birth rate corrected by comparability factor (0. 95) . 
Birth rate per thousand population (England and Wales) . 


Still Births Male Female 
Legitimate .. = ee bs 58 5 a 3 4 
Illegitimate .. Be ee b. _ + ci —- 

Totals .. a i sm uf ig 3 2 


Rate per thousand live and still births 
Rate per thousand live and still births (England and Wales) 


Male Female 
Deaths... : Phe 308 316 
Death rate per thousand estimated population sit aft Bi 
Death rate corrected by comparability factor (0.87) . 
Death rate per thousand population (England and Wales) 
Infant Mortality. Deaths of infants under one year of age. 
Male Female 
Legitimate .. ¥ oe oe Ph fe + 6 (1) 7 (6) 
Illegitimate .. + h ai - x Me -(-) -(C- 
aoetals .. ef ds a5 v4 a 6 (1) 7 (6) 


(Deaths of infants under four weeks of age are shown in brackets.) 


Infant Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one year per thousand live births) 

Infant Mortality Rate. (England and Wales) ; 

Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under four weeks per thousand live births) - — 

Early Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one week per thousand live births) 

Perinatal Mortality Rate. (Stillbirths and deaths under one week combined per thousand 
live and still births) a 6 si 

Legitimate Infant mortality rate per thousand legitimate live births 

Illegitimate Infant mortality rate per thousand illegitimate live births 

Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births 

Maternal Deaths. (Deaths ascribed to pregnancy, childbirth and abortion) 

Maternal mortality rate per thousand live and still births .. 

Deaths from cancer (all ages) . f 

Deaths from tuberculosis (all ages) 

Deaths from pneumonia a 

Deaths from ischaemic heart disease . . 


CERTAIN COMPARATIVE RATES 
1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 


*Birth Rate 18.2, 20.1 18:7 18.2 170 17:33 VS 16:6 ti ee 
*Death Rate 1O.1.\11.3 10.2 98 103 103 11.1 I) 212” Gee 
Infant Mortality Rate 7.0; 12.5 12.0 11.1 141 13.7 122 243 17 Qe 


(6); (2) G1) (0) (12) (2) GD) GQ) Oie@a 2 


*These rates are uncorrected. The figures in brackets are the number of infant deaths in each year. 


TABLE CLASSIFYING DEATHS UNDER AGE GROUPS 


Ages Male Female Total 
Under 4 weeks as ve a - me 1 6 7 
4 weeks and under 1 ah at ri 5 1 6 
1 and under 5 : ee ae ae 50 3 1 4 
5 and under 15 es on 55 ae y. 1 3 4 
15 and under 25 ae Se id ae ce 4 2; 6 
25 and under 35 a 3c ys ee 9 6 3 9 
35 and under 45 ae ory xf ae oe 8 1 9 
45 and under 55 =A L.A ha z: = 19 13 32 
55 and under 65 oe os a an + 60 28 88 
65 and under 75 net Ae a a Ba 78 72 150 
75 and over on bn thes ad BS 123 186 309 
Totals - Bs st Et ey 308 316 624 


GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA 


Medical Officer of Health 


The appointment of Medical Officer of Health for Chesterton Rural District Council and South 
Cambridgeshire Rural District Council is combined with that of Senior Medical Officer to the Cam- 
bridgeshire and Isle of Ely County Council. 


Public Health Inspectors 


Mr. E. B. Newman holds the appointment of Chief Public Health Inspector. Mr. N. D. Addison 
is Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector. Mr. J. L. Goswell, Mr. G. D. Vail and Mr. R. Finch 
continue as District Inspectors. 


Laboratory Facilities 


Chemical and bacteriological examinations of water are made by the Public Analyst at Cambridge. 
The Public Health Laboratory, Cambridge, undertakes bacteriological and biological examinations of 
milk and bacteriological examinations of water samples, and all necessary examinations in cases of 
infectious disease. 


Hospitals 


Cases of infectious disease are treated at the Isolation Hospital, Cambridge. So far as general 
hospitals are concerned, Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, deals with the majority of cases from 
this area. The hospitals situated within the county district area are the Fulbourn Hospital for mental 
diseases, the Ida Darwin Hospital for the mentally subnormal (also at Fulbourn), and Papworth 
Hospital for the treatment of tuberculosis and other thoracic conditions. The latter hospital is also 
connected with the Papworth Village Settlement. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH (Infectious Diseases) REGULATIONS, 1968 


No notices were issued during the year under these Regulations. 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN AGE GROUPS 1972 


Scarlet Whooping | Infective 

Age in Years Fever Cough Measles Dysentery Jaundice 
Under 1 year 2 — 1 — -— 

1 3 — 4 — 

2 1 —— 3 1 — 
3 8 — 3 — — 
4 13 _ 5 oa — 
5—9 Pa) — 10 — 1 
10—14 3 — 1 a — 
15—24 1 — 1 1 2 
25 and over —_ —- — 2 2 
Age unknown — — _ —- a 
Totals sy? oa 28 4 5 
1971 Totals 19 7 239 29 17 


Food 
Age in Years Poisoning 


Under 5 
5—14 

15—44 

45—64 

65 and over 

Age unknown 


Totals 


1971 Totals 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Seven respiratory cases were notified for the first time during the year. On balance at the end of 
the year the number of persons on the respiratory register increased by four. 
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TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER 1972 


Respiratory |\Non Respiratory Total 
Male | Female | Male | Female | Male | Female 


. Number of cases on register at commence- 
ment of year 21 15 12 

. Number of cases notified for first time 
during the year under regulations 


. Cases restored to register 


. Cases added to register otherwise than by 
notification under regulations 

(a) Transferred from other Districts 
(b) From Death Returns 


4 


. Number of cases removed from register 


. Number of cases remaining on register at 
end of year 


8 
8 


AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION 
RESPIRATORY AND NON-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS 
CASES ON REGISTER 31.12.72 


Male Female Total 
Age Group. | |}_--————} A ] --_ _|——__ Grand Total 
Resp. | Non Resp.| Resp. | Non Resp.| Resp. | Non Resp. 

0—15 “= 1 — 2 — 3 3 
16—25 2 1 _ — 2 1 3 
26—35 2 a 4 1 6 1 7 
36—45 1 1 7 1 8 2 10 
46—55 6 2 3 2 9 - 13 
56—64 8 2 — 3 8 5 13 
65 and over 5 1 z 3 fi = il 

Totals 24 8 16 12 40 20 60 


PUBLIC HEALTH (AIRCRAFT) REGULATIONS 1966 
Dr. B. W. M. Macartney (with whom your Medical Officer of Health has formal deputising 


arrangements), and Dr. C. M. Gourlay has kindly agreed to be appointed for deputising arrangements 
in the absence of the Medical Officer of Health. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 47 
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1951, Section 1 


No action was necessary during the year under these Acts. 


NATIONAL HEALTH ACT, 1948, Section 50 


Two burials were effected during the year under the provisions of this section. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


E. B. NEWMAN 


F.A.P.H.1., M.I.P.H.E., A.R.S.H. 


Parish 


Bar Hill 
Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 
Oakington 
Over 
Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 
Utilities 


Acreage 


111,692 


PARISH STATISTICS 
Tota oo 


fe) 
Popula- | Estimated | Dwellings* 


tion 1971 1972 Rate 
Census Popula- Books 
tion 1.4.73 
675 1,040 413 
930 940 366 
795 816 289 
185 173 69 
420 428 169 
350 377 132 
35 30 10 
1,880 1,877|| 792 
115 112 41 
740 745 282 
3,565 3,710§ 1,346 
95 102 61 
485 541 182 
570 592 236 
300 306 139 
685 683 249 
485 510 179 
4,460 4,354§ 1,201 
3,420 3,437§ 1,111 
680 703 261 
185 183 73 
440 428 185 
315 306 113 
1,225 1,275 472 
1,070 1,071 417 
465 489 205 
3,720 3,954§ 1,558 
280 285 134 
1,270 1,307 521 
95 102 37 
660 744 254 
125 122 47 
2,005 1,581 || 615+ 
240 224§ 67 
1,740 1,795§ 642 
305 306 126 
950 1,000§ 385 
1,290 1,408 562 
1,100 1,101§ 293 
45 41 29 
295 316 124 
3,760 3,850 1,451 
890 908§ 296 
1,515 1,591 557 
400 418 176 
1,155 1,275 523 
750 765§ 300 
500 520 187 
3,030 2,662 || 1,188¢ 
35 41 14 
435 469 179 
350 347 142 
2,495 2,550§ 957 
54,005 54,910 20,357 


* Including Council Dwellings and Caravans. 

+ Including 258 Service Dwellings. 

t Including 205 Service Dwellings. 

§ Including Hospitals, Colleges and Institutional Residents. 


|| Including Civilian Dependents of Servicemen and Servicemen. 


(Property purchased by the Council and reconditioned classified as Post 1945.) 
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No. of 
Separate Council 
Dwellings 1.4.73 Rateable | Estimated 
————__|_————_| Value lp Rate 
Pre- Post- 1.4.73 Product 
1945 1945 
— 17 158,289 1,598 
28 11 109,683 1,086 
27 66 87,019 931 
— 4 11,595 147 
— — 33,407 331 
10 26 33,083 408 
— — 2,491 24 
36 79 189,532 1,941 
4 8 8,688 102 
32 61 87,110 849 
88 224 329,983 3,217 
— 11,013 84 
27 21 46,784 472 
17 18 46,224 443 
16 21 28,184 297 
32 26 73,705 736 
6 44 44,967 464 
83 245 372,731 4,260 
39 117 406,591 3,981 
20 92 69,932 660 
6 20 13,896 152 
18 — 45,938 560 
21 11 56,868 602 
43 78 155,062 1,530 
26 58 170,365 1,866 
18 _ 155,268 1,662 
75 139 648,721 6,406 
8 19 23,169 213 
36 47 187,424 1,910 
— 6 BAAS 83 
32 16 78,301 713 
a= 13 10,948 114 
29 62 138,386 2,020 
== 6 26,872 258 
27 40 239,837 2,270 
16 i 30,438 301 
32 48 109,909 1,237 
16 25 142,501 1,476 
= — 99,060 816 
= — 5,724 44 
1 12 27,096 263 
78 203 475,375 4,570 
27 35 96,584 949 
31 13 197,931 2,028 
= 27 41,820 413 
18 74 165,877 1,709 
35 59 194,909 1,914 
21 12 4, 567 
64 187 221,635 2,752 
oa — 2,195 22 
20 8 40,238 408 
10 24 33,170 320 
100 159 212,792 2,019 
91,907 902 
1,279 2,496 |£6,352,980| £65,100 


REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
(Mr. E. B. Newman, A.R.S.H., F.A.P.H.I., M.I.P.H.E.) 


The following is a summary of inspections carried out during 1972: 
TOTAL INSPECTIONS RECORDED 


General Sanitation 


Sewage Scheme Surveys 

Miscellaneous Visits re Complaints, etc. 
Visits re Drainage or Sewerage 

Water Supplies , 

Water Samples Taken 

Factories Acts 

Visits re Verminous Persons or - Property 
Public Cleansing Visits . . : rs 
Clean Air Act ac 

Swimming Pools 


Animal Boarding Establishments and Pet Shops Act 


Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 
Civic Amenities Act 

Schools 

Gypsies Survey . 

Flooding 

Health Education ae 

Night Soil Collections .. 

Laundrettes bee 

Noise Abatement 

Burials, National Assistance Act 


Inspection of Food and Food Premises 


Visits re Sampling (Milk and Other Foods) 
Visits to Slaughterhouses 

Butchers Shops and Preserved Food Premises 
Ice Cream Premises (Retailers) 

Cafes, Canteens, Restaurants, etc. 

Other Food Premises 2 

Bakehouses 

Licensed Premises (Public Houses, etc. ) 
Imported Food Regulations .. . 
Market Stalls and Delivery Vehicles .. 


Housing 


Housing Inspections (P.H.A. 1936) 
Reinspections 

Housing Inspections (Housing Acts) « 
Reinspections ‘ ; 
Moveable Dwellings 

Inspections re Standard Grants 
Ancient Buildings, etc. .. 
Qualification Certificates 
Conservation Areas 


Infectious Diseases 


Visits and Enquiries 
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I. 
De 


HOUSING 


Total Number of Council Houses erected between 1920 and 1939 
Post War Housing Progress: 


Dwellings completed in 1946 


_ - at 52 16 
3 + » 1948 ge! 10 
ss + aie 1999 zh 70 
5 + see. 1950 115 — 
5 B aut? 195 133 — 
a SL hose 106 — 
‘ + ee 95S 184 — 
s 3 ae 1954 229 70 
. + san 1955 121 28 
” ” ” 1956 90 ae 
s = peg Lee 102 — 
” ” ” 1958 69 aa 
Ss as 8 ROSS 126 — 
” ” ” 1960 14 oie 
” ” ” 1961 18 a 
” ” ” 1962 24 aa 
” ” ” 1963 56 a 
” ” ” 1964 11 aan 
” ” ” 1965 15 aw 
és ss 1966 212 164 
” ” ” 1967 90 arr 
= AS are LOGS 216 — 
” ” ” 1969 25 tee 
” ” ” 1970 2 eri 
” ” ” O71 40 a 
” ” ” 1972 8 =o 

Totals 2,174 358 


(These figures are exclusive of conversions into flats and conversions of hutments.) 
Total number of dwellings completed by the Council se war up to 31.3.73: 
55 


Prefabricated Bungalows 


Bungalows... rr & ue 637 
Flats .: Ai Be 122 
Non- Traditional Houses a 301 
Hut Conversions (now demolished) _ 225 
Permanent Houses .. is ae 1,457 
Totals. . dé: Me AL Ip 


Permanent Non-Traditional Prefabs 
5 


45 


*Including 164 Industrial Dwellings of various types and 17 new houses purchased by the Council. 


Dwellings in course of erection or contracts prepared at 31.3.73: 


Traditional Houses .. i < 51 
Traditional Bungalows fc Ss 46 
Traditional Flats - Ws oe 59 
Industrial Houses... oF 3 Nil 
Industrial Bungalows a: Ks Nil 
Industrial Flats/Maisonettes “4 Nil 

Zotal | as rat ud 156 
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3. Private Development: 
Number of houses built by private enterprise year ending 31.3.73: 


Permanent Houses .. ae ts 406 
Flats... oi bes ile a 2 
ao eee) BS ape 
Total number of private dwellings post-war up to 31.3.73 .. as a ss eel 


4. Slum Clearance 


Table No. 1 shows a total of 812 properties scheduled as unfit being an increase of some 40 dwel- 
lings during the year, mainly as a result of re-classification or review due to further deterioration. 


It will be noted that of these, 336 have been demolished or are the subjects of operative demolition 
orders, 202 are the subjects of closing orders or undertakings under Section 16(4) Housing Act, 1957 
and 162 have been reconditioned (often with the aid of improvement grants)—thus leaving 112 pro- 
perties still to be dealt with. Of these, some 43 are located in three parishes only where housing 
standards are particularly low—two being private estates where (fortunately) few of the cottages 
remain occupied. The estate owners are being encouraged to upgrade their cottages with improvement 
grant assistance and the outlook is very hopeful bearing in mind the present economic situation which 
serves to emphasise the advantages of reconditioning wherever possible. 


Overall the remaining scheduled cottages average no more than two per village and can be dealt 
with without difficulty as soon as the opportunity arises. This often means leaving elderly tenants 
(particularly owner/occupiers) undisturbed in order to avoid undue hardship and stepping in once 
the property becomes vacant. 


Generally speaking, the position has been reached when the elimination of the slum clearance 
problem as such has virtually been completed, i.e. the totally irrepairable properties have been mostly 
dealt with or at least identified for early action and no further house building for this purpose would 
be justified. Obviously, a few dwellings will inevitably be re-classified annually and a few more will 
be demolished or reconditioned leaving a fairly static position easily dealt with—utilising casual 
vacancies as they occur in existing Council accommodation. 


The task of preserving and modernising the existing housing stocks remains of course and it is 
to this aspect that the efforts of all concerned should be directed, bearing in mind the ever increasing 
cost of replacement and new house building generally. In fact, the great scarcity and extremely high 
cost of building land often renders it economical to renovate even the most dilapidated property today, 
especially having regard to the increased grants freely available under the Housing Act, 1969 and the 
removal of almost all restrictive conditions. A detailed summary of the work carried out in this 
connection appears later in this Report. 


The Department maintains a close liaison with the Housing Manager who is responsible for the 
visiting and reporting on existing accommodation of any applicants for Council houses and all cases 
involving unfit accommodation are followed up and appropriate action taken. 


In January, 1973 a complete review of housing need was carried out under the auspices of the 
Clerk which is summarised in Table No. 2. It will be seen that the survey revealed a total of 365 
applicants on the “‘ active’”’ or urgent list with a further 318 on the “‘ pending ”’ list (low priority 
classification). A “‘ points ’’ scheme has been introduced for the allocation of Council accommodation 
designed to throw up the most urgent cases as far as possible. In this context the Department can 
allocate a maximum of thirty points to any applicant of property considered to be unfit where slum 
clearance action is contemplated. At the best, the system can only serve as a guide to the Tenancy 
Selection Committee who still retain some discretion in their judgment to allow for local knowledge 
and their personal acquaintance with the applicant’s circumstances. 
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TABLE No. 1 


REVISED SLUM CLEARANCE SCHEDULE AS AT 31st MARCH, 1973 


Demolished 
J Closing or 
Parishes Undertaking Order ee Repaired | Remainder 
rder 


Bar Hill 
Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 
Oakington 
Over 
Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 


N— 
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SlollltlletlwoelelalllleLloxstlleletlloelall--ollall-l-ll 
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Ww 
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Totals 
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The following figures summarise the action taken by the Department during the year ending 
31:3:73: 


Houses inspected (excluding Improvement Grants) .. ee x ae - 326 
Reinspections made oe ss 2 e5 > : - =s % 278 
Demolition Orders made ee 3 ey Es ae o sy he 7 
Houses demolished oe - a e 0 o e Se es 25 
Undertakings accepted .. Ns bid et oe fs i $ af 18 
Closing Orders made ; +. ‘a is 1¢ ak He =} Nil 
Demolition or Closing Orders lifted .. r a ae z, sf 8 
Houses made fit (excluding Improvement Grants) a e ss ue mS 56 


The remaining 112 unfit houses listed in the slum clearance category are unlikely to produce 
more than some twenty tenants who may require rehousing by the Council. These are almost exclu- 
sively elderly persons or couples which can be readily assimilated by casual vacancies or in the small 
units currently under construction. 


In a district of this kind where clearance area procedure is mostly inappropriate and unfit pro- 
perties are considered individually slum clearance becomes something of a misnomer. The renova- 
tion of even the most dilapidated cottage is often a cheaper proposition than the acquisition of a 
building plot and the construction of a new dwelling at the present day exorbitant prices. In some 
cases renovation is a means of circumventing a planning restriction on the redevelopment of the site 
(often the more sensible course). 


Under these circumstances all the old values and criteria have disappeared and it becomes almost 
impossible to determine what is a “‘ reasonable cost ’’ in deciding whether a property is repairable or 
not. With sufficient expenditure almost any property is capable of being restored and greater emphasis 
is now placed on its judgment as to suitability for an improvement grant or otherwise. The Depart- 
ment does, of course, continue to inspect and secure necessary repairs to tenanted properties particu- 
larly in cases where the occupants are to be rehoused by the Council—thereby ensuring the up-dating 
of the vacated premises. 


Since the introduction of the Housing Act, 1930 the following total action has been taken (up to 
31.3.73). 


Houses demolished (formally) .. SF he us ee no a = 936 
Houses demolished (voluntarily) - he ts $i ae at af 273 
Houses subject to undertakings .. fe és - a be “8 ae 251 
Houses (or parts) closed 5 “ BS 22 Le oe Ws Se 318 
Houses made fit by statutory action... at - 158 
Houses made fit by informal action (excluding improvement grants) se «2a 


5. Temporary Accommodation 


Families are seldom rendered homeless in an area of this kind apart from occasional matrimonial 
breakdowns or eviction for arrears of rent and in such cases short term emergency accommodation 
can be provided by the Social Services Department of the County Council. Less urgent cases can 
usually be helped fairly quickly by the Council from casual vacancies should the need arise. 


No real solution has been found to the Council house tenant consistently in arrears with renf. 
Eviction is only used as a last resort and merely creates another rehousing problem. One possible 
answer would be the acquisition by the Council of a stock of lower grade properties to which such 
tenants could be transferred rather than evicted. Actually 19 such cottages have been purchased for 
repair on a relatively short term basis but 10 were subsequently demolished to make way for redevelop- 
ment and 9 were reconditioned. A further 18 such substandard properties were rejected on closer 
investigation. 


In general the greater security afforded to tenants by recent legislation has substantially reduced 
the demend for emergency accommodation. The need is now greater for accommodation to assist 
the rehabilitation of problem families and social misfits. 
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TABLE No. 2 


HOUSING STATISTICS—JANUARY 1973 


Addi- 
Stock Sold tional Waiting List 
Programme January 1973 


1973 1974 Active | Pending 


Parish at to 
31.3270 |S 


oy 


Bar Hill 


Boxworth 
Caxton 
Comberton 


= 
WNNAN 


Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 


—_ 


Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
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6. Improvement Grants (Discretionary) 


Of all the many aspects of housing this is perhaps the most rewarding and has the greatest impact 
on the current housing situation in these days of restricted house building. Consequently the Council 
has always operated the scheme enthusiastically since its inception in 1949, and offers every encourage- 
ment to property owners to take advantage of the grants available. In all cases the initial survey and 
report is made by the Public Health Department in association with their other housing functions and 
the submitted schemes are subsequently checked and finalised by the architectural staff of the Engineer 
and Surveyor’s Department. This ensures a speedy procedure for dealing with all applications received 
and also achieves a close liaison between the two Departments. Since the introduction of the Housing 
Act, 1969 Local Authorities have been given a very wide discretion which although very desirable 
necessitates the most careful and experienced judgment to determine whether a grant is warranted 
particularly for single items. Obviously, reasonable consistency is essential although every effort is 
made to interpret the Act sympathetically. The relaxation of most of the previous restrictions and the 
higher grants available has provided an added incentive to applicants and the only limiting factor is 
now the availability of building labour in the area able and willing to undertake this class of work. 
This is becoming a serious problem with little apparent solution in sight, whilst sub-contracting on a 
““ self employed ”’ basis continues in the building trade. 


Few if any real problems have arisen during the year and the Council and staff appear to enjoy 
the confidence of applicants, builders and architects generally which is probably significant. 


A summary of the action taken since 1949 (up to 31.3.73) is appended below: 


Total applications or enquiries received fe ts xe a re 1,445 
Total applications for grant approved .. bs nd a - bee 948 
Total number of dwellings involved ae 3% ee es Se 2%! 1,198 
Total applications completed ts its aft es " Y dy 825 
Total applications withdrawn... 3 - ¥ a e: 32 
Total cost of approved work (not withdrawn) — a cis =e ms £1,106,949 
Average total cost per dwelling .. 7 i by a bd of £924 
Total amount of grant involved .. ve re a ee ne Li £453,304 
Average amount of grant per dwelling .. “5 ag * 2 4: £378 
Total payments made up to 31.3.73 ne <3 ag we YF she £362,328 


Approved schemes made provision for the following: 


Laying on internal water supply .. - aye ” “es Es - 437 
Provision of damp proof courses. . es ik 2 = re - 181 
Installation of hot water systems sti 7 “ As a i 1,106 
Provision of internal W.C. hy a "7 4 he sin ea 969 
Provision of baths .. 7 ie We se de. 53 964 
Provision of sink/wash hand basins or sve # f; 63 se 779 
New or improved drainage red aA Aga on a be ae 1,080 
Provision of gas or electric points a. a oP ~ " gt 977 
New heating appliances .. a _ re - * - 26 784 
Additional accommodation 

(a) living room(s) .. se a vi a Sis ig 3 166 

(b) bedroom(s) sf = a Me a 5! re ei 127 


; It is also interesting to note that the dwellings included in approved schemes were owned as 
ollows: 


Owner/occupiers  .. fi) f} S, 38 M, or + ie 589 
Small property owners... mf ey - i 328 
Large individual property owners (exceeding 10) ed = & x 45 
Estates, Property Companies, etc. SH : ait Eg! ae e- 221 
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Improvement Grants (Standard) 


As in the case of Discretionary Grants the Public Health Department continues to be responsible 
for the initial inspection and report on all standard grant applications—this work being complementary 
to their other duties in respect of unfit houses generally. Property owners are in any case used to 
dealing with the Department in this context and opportunity is taken to secure much useful repair work 
before a grant is approved. 

Standard grants are often appropriate where otherwise sound properties in recently sewered 
villages are being equipped with modern amenities. Every encouragement is given to householders 
in such cases and a good deal of publicity material is distributed. The Chief Public Health Inspector 
also undertakes to give talks to Parish Councils, and local meetings in areas where sewerage schemes 
are nearing completion. 

The success achieved to date is reflected in the figures reproduced in this Report. Up to 31.3.73, 
a total of 1,532 applications or firm enquiries have been received, of which 864 have been approved 
797 have been completed and 18 are in progress. 

The soaring costs of new building often renders it a sound economic proposition to recondition 
and modernise even the most neglected old property providing always it is structurally sound. For 
many young couples this is their only hope of securing their own accommodation and every assistance 
is offered to this end. Even in the case of rented property (now somewhat rare) the improved rent 
provisions in recent legislation offer a greater incentive to landlords to improve their property. 

The declaration of general improvement areas is much advocated by the Government and this 
aspect has been investigated by the Department. However, in an essentially rural area of this kind 
there are few dwellings of similar type as in the case of more industrial areas and consequently no 
great potential for such schemes. By experience better progress can be achieved by dealing with 
eligible properties individually. Surveys were carried out in part of the parish of Cottenham and in 
the small hamlet of Six Mile Bottom but detailed examination merely confirmed the view expressed 
above. 


7. Rent Control 


It is perhaps significant to note that of the households in the Council’s area enumerated at the 
1971 Census 3,980 (22.27%) were Council houses and only 2,650 (14.82%) were unfurnished private 
lettings with a further 1,020 (5.7%) furnished lettings. This tends to confirm that the number of 
private dwellings kept for letting is decreasing at a fairly steady rate which is perhaps only to be ex- 
pected since the current prices fetched by even the most modest cottages with vacant possession in- 
evitably renders sale much more attractive than letting. Very often this is something of an advantage 
since the purchaser quickly renovates and modernises the property for his own occupation—usually 
with the help of an improvement grant. 

The 1965 Rent Act introduced a measure of control of rents and tenure and established recognised 
procedures for agreeing (or determining) fair rents by Rent Officers appointed for the purpose by the 
County Councils. Subsequently, provision was made in the Housing Act, 1969 (Part III) for a former 
controlled tenancy to become a regulated one providing the dwelling could be certified as being in 
good repair and supplied with all the basic amenities (or to be supplied by means of an improvement 
grant). Subject to these conditions a full economic rent could be negotiated and agreed with the 
Rent Officer. In this connection the Public Health Inspectors are responsible for the inspections and 
issuing of the necessary Qualification Certificates for this purpose and up to 3lst March, 1973 93 
applications have been received and 42 Qualification Certificates issued. 

The new Housing Finance Act, 1972 simplifies still further the procedure for conversion of con- 
trolled tenancies and the establishment of “‘ fair ’’ rents for all tenanted dwellings whether privately 
or Council owned together with a system of rent allowances to those tenants unable to pay the full 
‘fair’ rent laid down. By this means rent assessment is more properly related to the state of repair 
and equipment of the property concerned. 


8. Old People’s Bungalows 

The demands of slum clearance having been largely satisfied, the Council’s efforts have been 
devoted to the provision of small units of accommodation for elderly persons and to relieve the under- 
occupation of existing three-bedroomed Council Houses which form the majority of the Council’s 
housing stock erected between the Wars. 
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Owing to the present high cost of construction bungalows can seldom be provided within the 
Ministry’s cost yard stick. Blocks of two-storied flats or maisonettes are the only reasonable alterna- 
tive although they are not always popular initially. 

At the time of writing the 20 bungalows at Impington (good neighbour basis) have been completed 
together with a further 18 bungalows 32 flats and 32 houses in the parishes of Great Shelford, Fen 
Drayton, Toft and Hardwick. Work has commenced on a further 16 units at Fen Ditton and Tever- 
sham 13 units at Landbeach and 17 units at Longstanton and Willingham. Tenders have been received 
for a further 31 units at Over and Stow-cum-Quy. 

Any future programme will consist essentially of this type of small units whether bungalows or 
flats plus possibly a few two-bedroomed houses. 


9. Local Authorities (Historic Buildings) Act, 1962 


Under this Act Local Authorities may if they so wish make grants towards the cost of repair or 
maintenance of buildings which are of special architectural or historic interest and situated in or 
adjacent to their areas. Sympathetic consideration has always been given by this Council to such 
applications which have tended to increase substantially as a result. In order to regulate the position 
as far as possible the establishment of certain criteria becomes necessary. Generally speaking, appli- 
cations for grant assistance are only entertained in respect of properties already on the Statutory List 
of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest compiled under Section 30 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947 as amended by the 1962 and 1968 Acts. Occasionally, buildings on the 
Supplementary List are considered especially where they appear worthy of re-classification. In the 
main, grant aid is usually confined to the preservation or restoration of the special features of such 
buildings (excluding normal repair items) with the exception of such items as re-thatching which is 
encouraged. 

Up to 3lst March, 1973 applications in respect of 67 properties have been received and grants 
made in most cases varying between £50 and £1,000 with an average figure of £350 according to circum- 
stances. A small standing Sub-Committee visits all properties after receipt of a detailed report by 
the Chief Public Health Inspector advised by the Royal Commission on Historic Monuments. This 
work is a source of considerable satisfaction and has done a great deal to preserve or restore the best 
of the traditional village architecture. 

With the increasing work on conservation areas by the Planning Authority under the Civic 
Amenities Act, 1967 this aspect takes on a new significance and the new Local Government Act, 1972 
lays great stress on the need for the new District Planning Authorities to make adequate arrangements 
for obtaining specialist advice on the exercise of clear conservation and preservation functions. 


10. The Remaining Need 


There can be no doubt that the whole conception of housing need as applied to an area of this 
kind has changed radically in recent years largely due to the virtual completion of the slum clearance 
programme and the absence of any “stress areas’? coupled with the present inflationery cost of land 
and new building work in the private sector particularly. The broad aim of the Council’s housing 
policy should be to produce a situation whereby the needs of all households are matched by the avail- 
able housing stocks both numerically and in size. Ideally there should be sufficient latitude in the sys- 
tem to permit applicants and those wishing to move to choose from a reasonable range of dwellings 
according to their social and economic characteristics. 

It is obvious that there has to be considerable re-thinking on housing standards and responsibilities. 
The old criteria of unfitness and reasonable cost of repair are fast becoming out dated and tend to be 
over shadowed by the changing values of even the most modest cottage and the higher living standards 
(and rents) now pertaining. Unfortunately, at the present time very few young couples are able to 
afford the heavy commitments associated with private house purchase and are almost entirely dependent 
on the Local Authority for their first home. In these circumstances, the wisdom of selling off the 
Council’s stock of houses is at least debatable. The introduction of the new fair rents structure and 
the system of rent allowances will only be of limited assistance since the number of houses to rent in 
the private sector is diminishing rapidly. 

It will be seen from elsewhere in this Report that the Council now owns some 3,775 dwellings 
(excluding 23 sold to sitting tenants up to 1.1.73) representing some 20 % of all the dwellings in the area. 
As will be noted from Table No. 2 the waiting list for Council accommodation at Ist January, 1973 
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showed a total of 365 applicants (including the remaining slum clearance cases) with urgent claims 
for rehousing (active list) plus a further 318 applicants with little or no priority claim (pending list). 
It is also estimated that there are some 600 under occupied Council houses in the area. Casual 
vacancies occur on average at the rate of approximately 200 per annum. The Council has in addition 
a further 77 units included in their present building programme. 

Generally speaking, therefore, it may be concluded that the housing situation in this area has 
improved to the point where families in distress can usually be housed fairly quickly and greater 
emphasis has been given to the accommodation of elderly people. 

The waiting list, however, remains fairly static with little prospect of any substantial reduction 
during the present inflationery period which very largely precludes self help and prevents any large 
scale house building. In these circumstances it is essential to ensure that the allocation of Council 
accommodation is made only to those applicants whose need has been fully investigated and proved. 
To this end the Council operates a “‘ points ’’ system to assist this selection. In addition, the Council 
offers as much assistance as possible to intending house purchasers by way of mortgages and loans, 
and as will be seen elsewhere in this Report, offers every encouragement towards the improvement of 
the existing housing stock by means of improvement grants. 


11. Moveable Dwellings 


There has always been a demand for residential caravan sites in the locality which is, in effect, 
a dormitory area for Cambridge and last year it was felt with the improving housing situation and the 
greater availability of mortgage facilities a faiily stable position had been reached. Unfortunately, 
the situation has deteriorated seriously in the last twelve months as a result of the prohibitive cost of 
new houses and land and the excessive interest rates on mortgages, etc., which has resulted in a renewed 
demand for mobile homes and sites. 

Mobile homes are comparatively easy and cheap to produce and the great improvement in con- 
struction and equipment makes it an attractive proposition for young couples particularly who are 
both working or for elderly retired persons providing always the site and surroundings can be made 
attractive. Unfortunately, the demand for good class sites far exceeds their availability at the present 
time—largely due to the general planning opposition to this form of development. As a result the 
housing situation for young people continues to deteriorate and the acute shortage of sites renders 
the existing and potential tenants extremely vulnerable since there is little protection (a mobile home 
is not considered a ‘‘ dwelling’ under Section 104 of the Housing Finance Act, 1972 nor the Rent 
Act, 1968 Section 84). 

Generally speaking, mobile home dwellers do not enjoy any security of tenure beyond that nego- 
tiated with the site owner and can be given notice at any time (twenty-eight days minimum) which can 
be enforced in the Crown Court. There is no control over rents and an unscrupulous site owner can 
increase the rent as frequently as he likes without any redress on the part of the tenant. The only 
protection is against harassment contained in the Caravan Sites Act, 1968. 

The laying out and equipping of a mobile home site is no longer the lucrative venture it used to 
be having regard to the large capital investment required and site operators depend more and more 
on the commission from the sale of mobile homes/caravans to supplement their income. 

The shoitage of available sites introduces a more disturbing aspect in that it can be to a site 
operator’s advantage to ensure a steady turn over in tenancies since he can (and often does) receive 
commission on the sale of a new caravan or from the re-sale on site of the existing one—often in 
addition to a handsome fee for admission to the site. 

The Department is very conscious of this situation and promptly investigates any complaint. It 
is obvious, however, that whilst the shortage remains the problems will continue. 

Table No. 3 shows concisely the position at 31st December, 1972 and it will be seen that a total 
of 656 residential caravans are located in the area spread over 95 sites in 27 villages. During the 
year Stage II] of the new site at Cottenham was completed giving a total of 70 caravans and work on 
a new site at Swavesey was commenced (ultimate total of 37 caravans). At the time of writing inti- 
mation has been given of the imminent closure of two residential sites at Teversham (total of 51 cara- 
vans) for redevelopment for housing progress. This has created a very serious situation for the resi- 
dents who have very little hope of finding alternative sites. The Council is actively considering the 
possible purchase of the larger site so as to afford longer time to resolve the difficulties created. 
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TABLE No. 3 


DISTRIBUTION OF LICENSED CARAVAN SITES AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1972 


Sites Permitted Number of Caravans 


Parishes ————————$>——_——_—_—_-———_ 
Temporary | Permanent Temporary | Permanent 
Consent Consent Consent Consent 
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Totals 


* Not including 15 Chalets. 


Figures in brackets denote applications awaiting Planning Consent. 


23 


The recreational aspect of caravanning and camping is very poorly catered for in this area and 
the whole question is under active consideration by the Planning Authority in association with the 
District Councils concerned and other interested bodies. 

At the moment only one camping and transit site (25 tents or caravans) at Great Shelford has 
been established and (somewhat naturally) is heavily over subscribed in the holiday season. Attempts 
to expand it have met with planning refusal so far. One camping site at Comberton has been ap- 
proved for 24 tents and there are a number of proposals for providing such amenities as part of major 
recreational schemes at Landbeach and Milton. In addition, there are Certificated Caravan Club 
Sites in the area. 


Licensed Caravan Sites 
Position as at 31st December, 1972 


Sites Caravans 
Total Licences in Force .. ‘ - o “: 95 656 
Sites with Permanent Planning Consent Ae is ae 29 503 
Sites with Short-Term Planning Consent : 66 153 
Recreational Sites (included under Sites with Permanent Plan- 
ning Consent) - is ie “2 a2 «é Zz 24 


+15 Chalets 
Touring Sites (included under Sites with Short-Term ae 


Consent) a. 2 49 
Applications Awaiting Planning Renewal ie ye i 13 41 
Applications Awaiting Planning Consent a 16 202 
Touring and Recreational Sites (Applications Awaiting Deci- 

sion) .. we 3 189 
Applications Refused Planning Consent. prior to 127 133 1,353 
Applications Refused Planning Consent since 31.12.71 P 14 200 
Sites Run Down or No Longer Required since 31.12.71 fe 4 5 
Site Licences requiring W.C.’s to be provided .. Ye Sc 31 Gs 7) 567 (86%) 
Sites Where W.C.’s have been provided ve e 4 44 (45%) 613 (94%) 
Sites Where W.C.’s cannot be enforced 63 ay 4 64 (67%) 92 (14%) 


WATER SUPPLY 


Generally 


Under the provisions of the Cambridge Waterworks Order, 1962 all the Council’s Water Under- 
takings and those of neighbouring Authorities were transferred to the Cambridge Water Company 
on Ist April, 1963. The whole of the Council’s administrative area is supplied by the Company 
which in total caters for a population of 221,000 spread over an area of 453 square miles. The total 
length of mains in service is 987 miles of which 230 miles have been laid since 1963. 

During the year under review 24.2 miles of trunk and distribution mains have been laid including 
the second part of a 24” trunk main from the Westley source to the Fulbourn Softening Station and a 
diversion of 350 yards of the 24” main from the Westley source to Fleam Dyke in connection with the 
Newmarket Bypass proposals. 

A revised licence authorising an increase in the daily abstraction rate was issued by the River 
Authority in June and a 10” diameter main linking the new borehole site at the Fleam Dyke Pumping 
Station with the main works was laid during the summer. The construction of the borehole headworks 
at Fleam Dyke is currently in hand. 

Coton No 2 reservoir was brought into service in February, site works being completed in April. 


Sufficiency of Supply 


The average daily consumption for all purposes for the year ending 31st December, 1972 was 
10,613,000 gallons (48.25 megalitres) being 457,000 gallons (2080 cubic metres) higher than in 1971— 
an increase of 4.5%. 
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Per capita consumption for all purposes showed an increase from 46.7 gallons (213 litres) to 48.0 
(218 litres) per day. 

Rainfall at Fleam Dyke for the year was 16.54 inches (420.9 mm) being 4.86 inches (122.7 mm) 
lower than average. During the first four months of the year the total rainfall was slightly higher 
than average, but in each succeeding seven months from May to November the fall was below average. 
The total rainfall for the latter period was only 7.58 inches (193.3 mm) being 56 % of average. 

In general ground water levels in the chalk, lower greensand and gravels were lower at the end 
of the year than they were at the end of December, 1971. 


Chlorination and Softening 


All supplies in the area are chlorinated and it is estimated that 65% of all water supplied within 
the area of Chesterton R.D.C., is now softened (i.e. the sources at Fulbourn, Kingston and Harlton 
are softened before distribution). 


Fluoridation 
Samples taken by the Department prior to regrouping of the Undertakings in 1963 showed 
fluoride estimates of local supplies as follows: 


Cambridge Water Company 


(Chalk Supplies, Fulbourn) 0.1 to 0.15 parts per million 
Chesterton and St. Ives Joint Water Board 

(Mainly Greensand Supplies) 0.1 to 0.21 parts per million 
Harston Waterworks 

(Greensand Supplies) 0.13 parts per million 


In 1966 the County Council gave approval in principle to the level of fluoride in public piped 
water supplies being adjusted to 1 p.p.m. for a period of five years in the first instance, subject to the 
submission of a scheme by the Health Committee, together with a financial statement. Because of 
the multiplicity of sources of supply, some of which are very small, and for which, until recently, 
design equipment was not available, it has taken rather longer than expected to produce a scheme. 

However, as a result of meetings with the General Manager of the Cambridge Water Company, 
the County Medical Officer and representatives from the Department of Health and Social Security, 
at which information was available about new apparatus for small sources of supply, it was possible 
for the Water Company to submit a costed scheme. The scheme was considered by the Health 
Committee and the County Council in 1970 and at their meeting on 30th January, 1971 agreed to 
expenditure of £2,000 for the preparation of a detailed scheme for the adjustment of the fluorine level 
in the public piped water supply in the area of the Cambridge Water Company. 

The County Council, at their meeting on the 29th January, 1972 received a report from the Health 
areal upon the implementation of the scheme prepared by the Cambridge Water Company and 
resolved: 


(a) that the Council approve the scheme and include in their financial estimates the necessary 
sums to enable three phases of the scheme to be implemented; 


(b) that the Huntingdon and Peterborough Council be informed of this action. 
The introduction of this scheme is based upon three phases as follows: 


Phase | 
Covers the City of Cambridge and some of the surrounding villages in the Chesterton Rural 
District, serving an estimated total population of 136,000. 


Phase 2 

The scheme would be extended to those parts of the area which would receive a partially 
fluoridated water supply when Phase 1 is implemented and would cover a further 43,000 people, 
some 24,000 being in the County of Huntingdon and Peterborough. 


Phase 3 
This would extend cover to the southern part of the area which has a population of some 
35,000 people. 
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As Phases | and 2 of this scheme also involved parts of the County of Huntingdon and Peter- 
borough, the scheme was referred for consideration by that County Council. At their meeting on 
25th July, 1972 they rejected both the scheme and the principle of fluoride being introduced into the 
water supplies. 

The Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely County Council reconsidered the position at their November 
meeting, and after some debate resolved that no action be taken at present to implement Phase 3 of 
the scheme which was the only Phase which could be proceeded with independently. 


Sampling 

As the public supplies are under close supervision by the Cambridge Water Company there is 
little necessity for routine sampling and these are confined to occasional check samples which are 
taken by the Department for submission to the Public Health Laboratories for bacteriological exami- 
nation or to the Public Analyst for full chemical analyses where necessary. Samples are still taken 
from isolated private wells remaining in use and from the private sources in the vicinity of the Council’s 
new refuse tip at Fen Drayton. 

The Cambridge Water Company draws its supplies predominantly from the chalk but also from 
the lower greensand and to a lesser degree from the river gravels. In these circumstances the chemical 
analyses vary somewhat according to the locality from which the sample is obtained. A typical 
analysis for water supplied by the Company to the Cambridge area is as follows: 


TABLE No. 4 


Cambridge 
Water Company 


Physical Characteristics 
Reaction (pH value) 
Parts per 100,000 
Chlorine 
Ammonia (Free and Saline) 
Ammonia (Albuminoid) . 


Oxygen absorbed in 3 hours at 37°C. 
Nitrites 
Nitrates 2 
Poisonous Metals" x 

Bacteriological Examination 
Coliform organisms in 100 mls. 2 
No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing at 37°C. 
No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing at 21°C. 
Hardness (parts per 100,000) (average). . : 
Fluoride Estimation (parts per million) 


TABLE No. 5 
WATER SAMPLING YEAR ENDING 31.12.72 


Public Supplies Private Supplies 
Parishes Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 


Chem. Bac. 


ie) 


Chem. Bac. Chem. Ba 


Barton 
Coton 


Fen Drayton 
Longstanton 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Shelford, Great 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Waterbeach 
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SWIMMING POOLS 


Although there are no public swimming pools in the Council’s area at the present time, some 
school pools are made available to members of Parent/Teachers Associations or swimming clubs. The 
City Authorities have, in addition, three open air and one indoor pool, all of which are available for 
use by the public. 


School children are well catered for as the following table shows: 


School 


Barton C of E 
Bourn P 

Caldecote C 
Comberton C of E 
Coton C of E 
Cottenham C 
Cottenham V.C. 
Elsworth 

Fen Ditton 

Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn C 
Girton Glebe C 
Grantchester 
Great and Little Shelford 
Harston C 
Haslingfield 
Histon and Impington C 
Longstanton 
Milton C of E 
Oakington 
Papworth C 
Stapleford C 
Swavesey V.C. 
Teversham C. of E 
Waterbeach 
Willingham C of E 


TABLE No. 6 


Type 
Purley No. 4 


Purley Cottenham Pool 
Purley No. 4 


Concrete Pool 
Puiley No. 


Concrete Pool 
Purley No. 4 
Concrete Pool 
Purley No. 4 


Size of Pool 


8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 


” 


” 


11,000 Gallons 47’ = 17’ 
8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 
30,000 Gallons 76’ x 25’ 
8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 


22,000 Gallons 60’ M4 
8,000 Gallons 33’ x 


6,000 Gallons 25% X17’ 
22,000 Gallons 60’ x 20’ 


8,000 Gallons 33’ x17’ 
22,000 Gallons 60’ x 20’ 
8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 


Remarks 


F/B 

F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
F/B 

F/B Heat Exchange Unit 

D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
D/E Heat Exchange Unit 

P/S Ind. Oil Fired Heater 

P/S Heat Exchange Unit 

P/S Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
M/S 

F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Nu-Sand Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
F/B 

F/B 

Nu-Sand Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Nu-Sand Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
M/S Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
D/E Heat Exchange Unit 
D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 


F/B 
D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 


D/E—Diatomaceous Earth F/B—Filter Bags M/S—Mini Spin P/S—Pressure Sacks 


All of the above are outdoor pools constructed mainly by voluntary labour through Parent/ 
Teacher Associations and with the exception of those at Girton Glebe, Stapleford County and Water- 
beach Junior Schools and Swavesey Village College all are of the package plant type. 


Comparator tests are carried out regularly by school staff to ensure adequate chlorination and in 
addition random checks are made by Public Health Inspectors to ensure that satisfactory conditions 
are maintained. 


Breakpoint chlorination with continuous circulation and filtration is operated at all the pools 
and during the 1972 season very few problems were encountered. The Education Department pro- 
vided independent oil fired heating systems at two more schools during the year bringing the total of 
heated pools to twenty. 


A 25 metre Purley semi-surface pool is being installed at Impington Village College with sand 
filters and oil heating system. This wil! be available for use during the summer of 1973. 
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PUBLIC CLEANSING 


Refuse Collection 

Since this may be the last opportunity to make a full report before the Council loses its identity 
in the re-organisation of Local Government which takes effect from Ist April, 1974 it seems an oppor- 
tune occasion to reflect on the achievements in the public cleansing field in the last twenty-five years. 
It will be remembered that until 1945 there were no organised refuse collections carried out by the 
District Council. An occasional local collection (often by horse and cart) was arranged by some 
Parish Councils, usually quarterly and confined to so-called ‘‘ unburnable rubbish ’’ which was then 
disposed of by dumping in some nearby local pit. Since the cost had to be borne by the parishes 
concerned there was little demand for anything better. 

However, once the cost of the service became a general rate charge in 1945 there was an immediate 
clamour for better service which, under the responsibility of the Chief Public Health Inspector, was 
rapidly expanded to give a more frequent collection in the larger villages particularly. Nothwith- 
standing the physical difficulties of collection presented by an area comprising fifty-three villages 
spread over one-hundred and seventy-four square miles, progress continued with the acquisition of 
better vehicles and improved frequency and since 1965 a regular weekly refuse collection has been 
undertaken throughout the whole of the area, albeit still a kerb-side collection. 

In 1969 the Council employed a firm of Work Study Consultants to examine and report on the 
whole of their outside services and as a result a scheme was introduced whereby householders were 
supplied with polythene sacks to be utilised as dustbin liners and a work study incentive bonus scheme 
was introduced whereby the collectors could earn at least 334°% bonus on standard rates of wages for 
a measured day’s work. Collection staff was reduced from twenty-eight to fifteen and the scheme 
was enthusiastically received by both the public and the men, resulting in a much more hygienic 
service and a stable and contented work force. Although still based on a kerb-side collection, the 
task of both the collectors and the householders was made much more pleasant and hygienic and 
involved far less physical effort. The scheme also had the advantage of much greater flexibility 
enabling collections to be cancelled on Bank Holidays, etc., without inconvenience to householders 
who merely utilise additional sacks for collection the following week. In fact, this scheme has become 
something of a model for a number of other similar rural authorities. 

Sacks are delivered separately each quarter in packs of fifteen intended to last for thirteen weeks 
and each pack has a card insert for indicating when additional supplies are required—the card acting 
as a check and record. Some initial problems arose regarding supplies to residential institutions, 
schools, etc., which now receive a maximum of six packs per quarter, free of charge, with an option 
to purchase additional supplies from the Council at 25p per pack. Since there is at present little 
retail outlet for polythene sacks of this kind there is considerable potential for sale to the public by the 
Council. The present area is serviced by five collection rounds and a fleet of six diesel engined vehicles 
of the continuous loading type. In addition, one fore and aft tipping vehicle equipped to handle a 
bulk container is employed. They operate from and are maintained at the Council’s Depot, at Oak- 
ington which has recently been extended and substantially re-equipped to meet the ever-increasing 
demands imposed by legislation and an expanding fleet, and plant now operated by various Depart- 
ments of the Council. 

Re-organisation of Local Government in this area will result in an amalgamation of the present 
Chesterton R.D.C., and South Cambridgeshire R.D.C., which are very similar in size and character. 
The Council’s Work Study Officer has been available to both Authorities and extensive studies of both 
collection services has been undertaken, as a result of which a scheme for the complete integration of 
the two services has been prepared for operation with effect from Ist April, 1974. Meanwhile, the 
studies have shown certain advantages to be gained from re-arranging the present collections to give 
a partial integration before the ‘“‘ appointed day ”’; in effect, this will involve changes in collection days 
in the case of twenty-one parishes and an exchange arrangement whereby South Cambridgeshire 
R.D.C., vehicles collect from six of our border villages and we, in turn, collect from six of theirs. 
This scheme will operate with effect from 14th May, 1973. Very little further alteration will be neces- 
sary in 1974. 


Refuse Disposal 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to secure disposal facilities for the refuse from a population of 
50,000 in an area such as this which is extremely flat and with a very high water table—often no more 
than 2’/3’ below the surface. Since the Council’s area entirely surrounds the City of Cambridge it 
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would have been logical to participate in a joint disposal plant with that Authority but approaches 
over the years have not produced any tangible reaction. The Council at present maintains two 
disposal sites at Fen Drayton and Landbeach, which are disused gravel workings where full controlled 
tipping is exercised, facilitated by the availability of ample over-burden for covering purposes and the 
permanent employment of mechanical plant. Such a system is, however, extremely wasteful of space 
with covering material in the absence of any pretreatment of the refuse and in the case of Landbeach 
is somewhat complicated by the fact that the Council does not have the exclusive use of the pit. In 
the last few years, however, it has become obvious that some reduction in the bulk would be necessary, 
either by incineration or pulverisation and in 1971 this Council, in association with South Cambridge- 
shire R.D.C., and Royston U.D.C., installed a Tollemache Pulverising Plant on the site of the Council’s 
old tip at Thriplow (in the area of the South Cambridgeshire R.D.C.). The cost of management is 
apportioned between the three Authorities on a tonnage basis, subject to a minimum contribution of 
one-fifth of the total cost of operation in our case, which in the year ending 31st March, 1972 amounted 
to £3,189 during which time a total of 1223.9 tonnes was processed. Over the first years operation 
the estimated cost per tonne amounted to £1.84. This is, of course, a great improvement on crude 
tipping and the polythene sacks present little problem for the plant, which reduces them to fairly small 
pieces—the only disadvantage being that they become something of an embarrassment at the tip 
since they remain fairly obvious in the tipped refuse. There are, of course, obvious advantages since 
the end product is much more acceptable for land-fill and is free from the problems normally associated 
with crude refuse. Currently this plant copes with most of the refuse from the Southern half of the 
Council’s area (approximately 11% of the total) and it was always hoped that a similar plant could be 
established to the North of the area to receive and treat the refuse from the remainder of the district 
(possibly including refuse from other Authorities on the Northern boundary). Unfortunately, the 
pending re-organisation of Local Government with all its uncertainties has discouraged Authorities 
from contemplating such capital commitment bearing in mind that the responsibility for refuse 
disposal will rest with the new County Council’s on and after Ist April, 1974. To leave the responsi- 
bility for refuse collection with the new District Councils without the responsibility for disposal must 
inevitably lead to administrative problems, but of all the functions, that of waste disposal in its wider 
concept must require urgent consideration on a County or Regional basis at least, since it is no longer 
possible to continue with the present limited resources indefinitely. There is much to be said for the 
re-cycling of waste products back to industry, but it is seldom found to be a viable proposition com- 
mercially. The capital cost of a number of strategically placed incinerators is likely to be prohibitive. 
Much greater possibilities seem to be offered by the proposals of the London Brick Land Development 
Limited (a subsidiary of the London Brick Company) who are prepared to offer Local Authorities a 
package deal based on the provision of strategically placed “‘ transfer stations ’’ where refuse would be 
received and compressed into large transporters for conveyance to the disused brickfields at Bedford 
or Peterborough for suitable disposal under controlled conditions. This seems a very logical proposal 
which would meet most of the requirements including the restoration and landscaping of derelict land, 
more especially as the new County Council will, of course, include the Peterborough area. No doubt 
the new disposal authority will look closely at this prospect. 


Both the Council’s present tips and those in private ownership are closely watched to prevent the 
tipping of toxic or chemical wastes and full co-operation by the owners is enjoyed so that tipping is 
confined to domestic and other inert refuse only. 


The Engineer has an ever-increasing amount of dried sewage sludge to be disposed of and serious 
consideration has been given to the possibility of concurrent disposal with domestic refuse. Whilst 
a proportion could, no doubt, be processed with the refuse in the pulverisation plant, it is unlikely 
to offer a complete solution having regard to the long haulage involved. Fortunately, at the moment 
ae majority is being disposed of to local farmers although how long this will pertain is difficult to 

orecast. 


Civic Amenities Act, 1967 Part III 


This Act makes Local Authorities responsible for cleaning up the countryside and preventing 
unauthorised dumping of refuse (including old cars and other bulky items). Free tipping is made 
available at the Council’s three refuse tips for the reception of unwanted rubbish (excluding trade 
waste) and all Parish Councils have been notified to this effect (Section 18). In an area where a 
regular weekly refuse collection is operated the problem is not acute, more especially as the Council 
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also offers a special collection of unwanted items at a very nominal charge. In these circumstances, 
there is no excuse for dumping any rubbish in the countryside and if an incident is reported to the 
Department firm action is immediately taken. If the culprit can be traced he is charged with the cost 
of removal which, no doubt, has a salutary effect since in no case was it necessary to institute p1oceed- 
ings under Section 19 during the year. As required by Section 20-23 the Council also arranges the 
removal of abandoned cars where the owners cannot be traced. A similar service is offered to resi- 
dents upon payment of a nominal charge involved, disposal being effected through normal trade 
channels. Mostly removal is effected by the Council’s own transport by co-operation from the 
Engineer’s Department and during the year 45 such items were removed and suitably disposed of. 
Work in this field is increasing and is having its effect, particularly in the tidying up of Council estates. 
It is, perhaps, unfortunate that the Council depends on the services offered by its local car breakers, 
etc., since there are often more unsightly accumulations of old cars and scrap in association with such 
premises and wayside garages where no action can be taken (except by the Planning Authority) if the 
occupier of the land objects. Unfortunately, in this flat countryside, there is very little opportunity 
to dispose of bulky items by burial and disposal through the trade channels is often an embarrassment 
since many car breakers with whom the Department comes in contact create problems by illegal 
burning of tyres, etc., and tend to stock-pile the light scrap in unsightly dumps after the removal of 
the more valuable material. This seems a negation of all our efforts and it may well be that in the 
long-term Local Authorities might find it to the public benefit to offer financial assistance to the trade 
towards the provision of more and better facilities for breaking up and disposing of such bulky wastes. 
The problem can only increase in complexity and will demand very careful consideration within the 
whole concept of waste disposal on a County (or Regional) basis. 


Recent emphasis on the preservation of the environment has made the public more aware of their 
responsibilities and quite a few local voluntary bodies now undertake activities designed to clean up 
the countryside. In all such cases the Department gives every encouragement and assistance by the 
provision of polythene sacks and removal facilities free of charge once the rubbish has been assembled. 
Quite useful work has been carried out locally in this respect and more is contemplated. 


Collection of Salvage 


There seems a growing emphasis on the need for the recovery of domestic refuse of all re-usable 
material and its re-cycling back to industry. This seems a very logical approach and if properly 
organised on a large scale no doubt the separation and recovery of such materials, particularly waste 
paper and cardboard, etc., can effect considerable saving in tipping space and disposal costs. Un- 
fortunately, since the war the market for such materials has seldom been stable for long and is often in 
a depressed condition due to the available supplies exceeding the current demand. In consequence 
the prices offered for such material would not cover the cost of labour and the plant required. Occa- 
sionally Authorities with very long-term contracts can undertake this work effectively but there is little 
scope for the expansion of such schemes. The position is, however, under regular review although 
there is little evidence to suggest any improvement in the situation. 


Statistics 

Briefly the cost statements for the year ending 3lst March, 1973 reveal] the following: 

Total mileage travelled .. aP if iW art 5 < 3 79,486 
Cost per mile 1 : Sh 2% of 20.7 pence 
Estimated tonnes of ie caliccia ha dicsteed Ge a: oe 15,803.5 
Estimated net cost per tonne (collection and fisearl i - “ £5.08 
Estimated number of clearances ee me an fk bs - 1,058,564 
Average cost per clearance iy: ~ xe es re A “ 7.5 pence 
Average miles per tonne A P. i] 3 oF .’. - 5.03 miles 
Net annual cost per 1,000 disitings =e ~ bi es ae = £3,943.36 
Net annual cost per 1,000 population .. pé <td - - ord £1,461.93 
Amount of refuse pulverised = ek tt, Bs 16 a we 1,780 tonnes 
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Cesspool Emptying 

The Council continues to offer a cesspool emptying service to householders at a nominal charge 
(£2.00 minimum plus £1.00 for each additional load). This service is, however, withdrawn three 
months after a village becomes sewered. As will be seen elsewhere in this report over 93% of the 
dwellings in the area (41 villages) have now been sewered and a decrease in the demand for the cesspool 
emptying service might reasonably be anticipated. There is, however, still a surprising demand due 
to the development still taking place in the unsewered parishes and the high charges made by the only 
local contractor undertaking a similar service. 

Two cesspool emptiers are operated by the Department—one of 1100 gallons capacity and one of 
800 gallons—the latter being predominently used on work of de-sludging for the Engineer’s Department. 

An incentive bonus scheme designed by the Council’s Work Study Consultants has operated 
since April, 1970 and this has resulted in increased productivity and enables the crews to earn 334% 
bonus on standard rates. 

The Engineer operates a 2,000 gallon tanker specifically for the transporting of sewage sludge 
from isolated works to the pressing plant at Uttons Drove and this is supplemented as occasion demands 
by a small 600 gallon trailer type tanker towed by tractors. It is the Department’s intention to stan- 
dardise on the 2,000 gallon type tanker when the present small vehicles are replaced. Considerable 
difficulty is experienced in the disposal of cesspool contents since tipping on agricultural land is seldom 
possible without nuisance or complaint and discharge to the public sewers is discouraged for good 
engineering reasons. In the past old sludge beds at an ex-R.A.F. works were available but have 
now been withdrawn due to current engineering works being executed. Even direct discharge to 
sewage works at Uttons Drove presents problems, particularly with the pumping equipment and, in 
fact, only one disposal point is now available throughout the area which results in extremely unecono- 
mical operation to the point where more time is spent in travelling than working—hence the need for 
larger capacity vehicles. 


A summary of the work carried out during the year ending 31st March, 1973 is as follows: 


Actual mileage travelled .. oe RE, ib, y. f. a id 36,141 
Estimated cost per mile .. ne $i = fe Ro ne aE 8 pence 
Number of clearances made af x ~ of ie re a 1,264 
Average cost per clearance et ‘, i 2 ne i i £5.41 
Number of loads disposed of ... Ok + re fs i is 1,792 
Average cost per load £ a Pe BS e “a - ad £3.81 


Night Soil Collection 


No general collection of night soil is undertaken by the Council, but special collections from some 
44 properties in 10 parishes, mainly occupied by old age pensioners, are carried out until such time 
as it is possible for the properties to be connected to the public sewer. This list is under constant 
review and every effort is made to get flush toilets installed wherever possible. None of this work is 
now contracted out. The completion of the Council’s sewerage programme will, it is hoped, remove 
the necessity for this primitive form of sanitation. 


Deposit of Poisonous Waste Act, 1972 


This Act was introduced in 1972 to curb abuses which had been brought to light as a result of 
unauthorised “* Fly ”’ tipping of toxic and noxious wastes. It makes it an offence punishable by heavy 
penalties to deposit on land any poisonous, noxious or polluting waste in circumstances in which it 
can give rise to an environmental hazard, i.e. cause danger to persons or animals or might pollute 
any water supply. Section 3 of the Act provides that no person shall remove from any premises or 
deposit on land any such wastes unless proper notification has been given to the Local Authority and 
River Authority both of the products, area and the disposal area. 

During the year the Department carried out a survey of 11 premises in the area likely to produce 
toxic or difficult wastes from which it was ascertained that in only two cases was any problem likely to arise. 

Since the introduction of the Act 44 notifications have been received—mostly concerned with 
wastes being transported to the Pitsea marshes area of Essex. 

Although the paper work involved is somewhat cumbersome the Act has undoubtedly served its 
purpose to bring about a wider control over the destination of such wastes. 
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TABLE No. 7 
TOTAL COUNCIL DWELLINGS AND SANITARY FACILITIES AVAILABLE AS AT 31st MARCH, 1973 
Bungalows Houses 


Parishes Flats |Others| Total | Public} Estate| Other | W.C. | P.C. 
1B 2B * Sewer | Sewer | Means 


N 
lee] 
iS 
[e=] 


Bar Hill 
Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 
Oakington 
Over 
Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 
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Totals 
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557 | 2,294 


co 
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_ 
b 
~ 
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3,775 | 3,289 | 318 
ST 75 DZ 


* Including Prefab Bungalows and Agricultural Houses. 
t Including 16 Maisonettes. 
t+ Bed Sitters and Bed Recess Bungalows Included. 
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SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE 


The following statement shows concisely the position with regard to sewerage of the Council’s 
area. For administrative convenience the statistics have been compiled up to 3lst March, 1973: 


Statistical Information 


Total number of parishes . . ons se as 2 Fi ae 2 as 53 

Population Census (1971) - 7 Le oe See ccs eS 

Total number of dwellings (31.3. 73) e, is as = 5 ee =» 20,357 
Parishes Already Sewered 


Dwellings Connected 
Parishes Dwellings Population =————————- 
Census 1971 Council | Private 
Houses Houses 


Bar Hill 675 
Barton 930 
Boxworth 185 
Comberton 1,880 
Conington 115 
Coton 740 
Cottenham 3,565 
Dry Drayton 485 
Fen Ditton 685 
Fen Drayton 485 
Fulbourn 4,460 
Girton 3,420 
Grantchester 680 
Harlton 315 
Harston 1225 
Haslingfield 1,070 
Hauxton 465 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 

Milton 

Newton 
Oakington 

Over 

Papworth Everard 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 

Toft 

Waterbeach 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 


41 Parishes 
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Parishes Where Schemes are in Progress 


Parish 


Western Area Phase I 
Bourn 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Hardwick 
Six Mile Bottom 
(part of Little Wilbraham) 


4 Parishes 


Dwellings 
313:73 


289 
169 
132 
185 


Parishes Where Schemes have been Prepared 


Parish 


Western Area Phase II 
Croxton 
Eltisley 
Graveley 
Elsworth 
Knapwell 
Papworth Everard 
(Works only) 


5 Parishes 


Parishes Not Yet Provided For 


Parish 
Childerley 


Papworth St. Agnes 


Westwick 


3 Parishes 


Dwellings 
313.73 


Dwellings 
31.98.73 


10 
29 
14 


53 
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Population 
Census 1971 


795 
420 
350 
440 


Population 
Census 1971 


95 
300 
185 
570 

95 


1,245 


Population 


Census 1971 


35 
45 
35 


115 


Progress 


Completion by November, 
1973 


Work commenced April, 
1973 


Estimated 
Cost 
£ 


Estimated 
Completion 
Date 


£1,035,000 | September 


1975 


Progress 


Isolated hamlet—no pro- 
posals 

Likely to be included in 
Western Area Phase II 

Could form extension of 
Oakington scheme 


Summary of Progress Made 


Parishes Dwellings Population 


Population AT 
No. : we Census 1971 Total 


Parishes Sewered 50,640 
Parishes where work 
in progress : , 2,005 
Parishes where 
schemes have been 
prepared ; : 1,245 
Small parishes not 
provided for 5. 115 


Totals 54,005 


At the time of writing schemes for the sewering of the parishes of Stow-cum-Quy, Great Wilbra- 
ham, Little Wilbraham, Boxworth, Conington and Lolworth have been completed. Work has 
continued on the Western area Phase I scheme (Bourn, Caldecote, Caxton and Hardwick) and is ex- 
pected to be completed by November, 1973. Work has also commenced on the sewering of Six Mile 
Bottom (a small hamlet forming part of the parish of Little Wilbraham) to enable private redevelopment 
to take place. 


Tenders are being invited for the Western Area Phase II scheme comprising the parishes of 
Croxton, Elsworth, Eltisley and Graveley. Schemes are also in preparation for sewer extensions at 
Madingley and Hinton Way, Great Shelford and the inclusion of Papworth St. Agnes in the Western 
Area Phase II scheme as an addition. 


Schemes are well advanced for dealing with the serious overloading of the existing sewage disposal 
works at Cottenham, Uttons Drove and Papworth Everard as mentioned in my Report for 1971. 
This work is proceeding in order to remedy the present deteriorating quality of the effluents produced— 
notwithstanding the fact that sewage disposal will become a function of the new Regional Water 
Authorities in 1974. In this connection the Council is fortunate in having the services of a full-time 
a. Works Manager/Chemist with staff and laboratory facilities to ensure adequate monitoring of 
effluents. 


{t is seldom appreciated that in an area of this kind which is extremely flat a great deal of pumping 
is involved and each additional scheme completed adds its quota of maintenance problems. The 
size of the task facing the Engineer may be appreciated when it is realised that the following ancilliary 
works are being maintained at the time of writing: 


Public Health Housing Sites Private 
Sewage Disposal Works 


Under maintenance 9 14 3 
Under construction se —_ ee 


Pumping Stations 
Under maintenance 70 4 — 
Under construction 15 — o 


Some problems have arisen during the year as a result of the pumping of sewage over long distances 
—the time factor giving rise to the production of excessive hydrogen sulphide in the vicinity of discharge 
points. The introduction of high purity oxygen into the rising main has given encouraging results to 
date. 
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In view of the number of isolated sewage disposal works in operation sludge disposal is a difficult 
problem since it is obviously uneconomical to instal costly sludge treatment plant at each site. At 
present sludge is transported from the outlying works to the Council’s main works at Uttons Drove 
by means of a 2,000 gallon tanker where it is de-watered by presses and stored on site for disposal to 
local farmers. Additional sludge presses are currently being installed to increase the handling capacity 
of the plant where relatively long-term arrangements for disposal have been possible. 

All current and future sewerage schemes include the provision of lateral drains to the boundary 
of existing properties and providing the householder applies to connect within twelve months of the 
sewer becoming available and completes the work within two years no charge is made apart from a 
connection fee of £1.50. This encourages early connections and absolves the householders from any 
responsibility for work in the highway. The subsidised cesspool emptying service is withdrawn three 
months after the sewer becomes available. 

As mentioned in my 1971 Report this Council was one of the few local authorities to operate 
Section 12 of the Public Health Act, 1961 whereby (under certain circumstances) sewer costs can be 
recovered from frontagers who subsequently benefit when development takes place. Although clearly 
introduced with the best of motives (including the possible recovery of considerable sums of money 
from developers in the long-term) this particular section has proved almost impossible to administer 
due in the main to (1) the obvious anomalies resulting from unfair discrimination between similar 
properties and (2) the long delays before demands for payment can be issued as a result of the time 
taken to settle final accounts in order to determine the actual cost of the sewers concerned and (3) the 
emotive reaction of residents as a result of misunderstandings and bad press publicity. 

Having collected some monies the Council was placed in a quite untenable position with much 
adverse criticism and was finally compelled to seek means of rescinding its previous resolutions. 
Counsels opinion were sought and sundry protracted correspondence and meetings with the Depart- 
ment of the Environment and local M.P’s, etc., it was finally possible to (1) rescind all previous resolu- 
tions applying Section 12/13 of the Public Health Act, 1961 to sewerage schemes in this area with the 
exception of those applying to the parishes of Rampton, Coton, Landbeach and Waterbeach. In the 
case of the four parishes mentioned no further recovery action would be taken and formal application 
was made to the Department of the Environment under Section 228(1) of the Local Government Act, 
1933 to enable contributions already collected to be refunded—a most satisfactory conclusion to a 
very difficult situation due in no small measure to the support and persistence of the local M.P. (Rt. 
Hon. Francis Pym, M.C.M.P.). 

This district by virtue of its large area (174 square miles) and extremely flat topography poses 
considerable problems in the implementation and maintenance of sewerage schemes and the transfer 
of disposal responsibility to the proposed new Regional Water Authorities in 1974 must, initially at 
least, be viewed with concern. Maintenance of trunk sewers and pumping plant is hardly likely to 
be as effective if remotely based. 


PEST DESTRUCTION 


The Local Authority is responsible under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949 for ensur- 
ing that all premises in the district remain free of rats. Occupiers of premises can be required to 
carry out any necessary treatment themselves or the Local Authority may provide a pests destruction 
service. In 1950 the Council wisely adopted the latter course and since that date a free service has 
been provided for the destruction of rats and mice at domestic premises. This service has operated 
very satisfactorily over the years and is well accepted by the public. The cost during 1972 amounted 
to a £0.19p rate and can be considered money well spent compared with the damage caused by these pests. 

The free service only applies to domestic premises and occupiers of industrial, business or farm 
premises are required to either carry out their own treatments (ready mixed bait is available for sale 
in some cases) or by contract either with private operators or this Department. The average cost over 
the year has been about 75p per hour plus cost of materials but as soon as the freeze allows considera- 
tion will have to be given to increasing the charge to a more realistic figure. 

Following the reorganisation of the Council’s Oakington Depot, a temporary poison store has 
been made available for the storage of baits and poisons but this falls short of the Recommendations 
to ensure safety in poisons rooms of Public Health Departments Technical Circular No. 25 issued 
by the Pest Infestation Control Laboratory of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. New 
accommodation is, however, to be made available when further extensions are completed. 
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Warfarin mixed with wheat or barley meal continues to be the most convenient and effective 
poison so far as rats are concerned but resistance to this coagulant has become obvious in mice. In 
damp conditions an alternative coagulent Chlorophacinone in oil has been used with success. Zinc 
phosphide is still used in appropriate cases and is at the present time the best alternative to anti- 
coagulants. Its use does, however, demand extreme care. Gassing has limited usage being mainly 
confined to treatment in open banks of ditches, etc. A check is kept on sewers and sewage disposal 
works and medium infestations have been discovered usually resulting from faulty manholes. Treat- 
ment has proved 100% effective. 

There has been a notable increase in requests for help in dealing with mice infestations and sur- 
prisingly about 50% of properties involved have been new dwellings where mice have gained access 
through holes in brickwork or where services enter the building. 

Table No. 8 shows a substantial increase in properties found to be infested by both rats and 
mice although there have been fewer problems at refuse tips, etc. 


TABLE No. 8 


Non Agricultural Agricultural 


Approximate total number of properties in the area 19,586 
Total number of properties inspected following 
notification 1,917 
Number of properties found to be infested 
(i) rats 1,526 
(ii) mice 389 
Total properties inspected for reasons other than 
notification 373 
Number found to be infested 
(i) rats | 243 
(ii) mice 56 


So far as other pests are concerned the Department has been called upon to deal with bats living 
in the roof space of new bungalows. They had obviously gained access through gaps in the soffits in 
gable ends and as a gap of only half an inch is sufficient it is not surprising that this problem does 
as The usual treatment is to smoke the bats out by using a suitable chemical with an irritant 
effect. 

Fewer wasps appeared during the year mainly due to the relatively cool early summer. Chlordane 
is no longer used for destruction of nests, mainly because the solvent is not pleasant to use and has 
unpleasant side effects on the operators causing headaches, etc. Malathion dust is still used occa- 
—— but in the main Ficam a water based carbonate is used in spray form and has proved very 
effective. 

Cockroaches are also treated by the use of Carbomate. It is safe and pleasant to use and very 
effective. There is also less risk with this insecticide than with Dieldrin and the smell associated with 
Propoxur (Aprocarb) is not present. 

During the year large scale treatments of hospital wards and operating theatres at a local hospital 
were carried out successfully against Pharoah’s Ants. In this case Dieldrin lacquer was used in a very 
complicated situation. Field trials were also carried out during the year in conjunction with the 
Chesterford Park Research Station on the use of Fisons new Carbomate insecticide Ficani W. It was 
found to be equally as effective as aprocarb and with the added advantage that it can be mixed with 
cold water avoiding any unpleasantness in use. 

810 visits were made to premises and land for treatment in connection with the following: Ants, 
Bats, Beetles, Bugs, Carpet Beetles, Clover Mites, Cluster Flies, Cockroaches, Fleas, Flies, Mites, 
Pigeons, Rabbits, Silverfish and Wasps. 
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A summary of the results achieved during this period is as follows: 
Rats and Mice 


Number of Visits Rats Recovered 


Private dwellings 2,397 
Business Premises 432 
Refuse Tips, etc. 43 


Sewage Works, etc. 135 
Drains, Sewers, Ditches 192 


3,199 


Estimated Total Rats Killed (12 months) 12,036 
Other Pests 


Premises Visited 


Ants 

Bats. . 
Beetles 

Bugs ne 
Carpet Beetles 
Clover Mites 
Cluster Flies 
Cockroaches 
Fleas 

Flies 

Mites 
Pigeons 
Rabbits 
Silver Fish 
Wasps 


CLEAN AIR ACT, 1956-68 


As a result of the Beaver Report a Clean Air Act was introduced in 1956 with the intention of 
reducing atmospheric pollution. The Act prohibited the emission of dark smoke from chimneys, 
required new furnaces to be smokeless as far as practicable and that grit and dust emissions should 
be reduced to a minimum. Local Authorities were also empowered to declare certain areas Smoke 
Control Areas. 

The 1968 Act was introduced to allow greater control over grit and dust emissions with wider 
powers to control chimney heights. It also provided for the control of discharge of smoke from 
trade premises other than by a chimney. 

Although this area is essentially rural with a minimum of industry, problems still arise in the 
Clean Air field. They mainly result from the present policy of in-filling in villages and high density 
development follows the high cost of building land. New properties are, of course, equipped to burn 
smokeless fuel and there is a tendency towards the use of piped fuels but low grade solid fuels and 
faulty oil burning appliances can cause nuisance. For this reason all plans and proposals involving 
installations of more than 55,000 B.Th.U’s/Hour are examined and prior approval is only given if it 
is considered that there is unlikely to be any nuisance to neighbouring residents. 

Since the introduction of the 1956 Act 648 installations have received prior approval out of which 
167 domestic and 8 industrial furnaces were notified during the year ending 31st December, 1972. 
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Burning in the open is becoming more of a problem particularly stubble burning by farmers—a 
matter which has been taken up with the local branch of the National Farmers Union—and the clear- 
ance of sites for building purposes. In the latter case rubber tyres are often burnt to help fire waste 
and this results in large quantities of black smoke being emitted. Local tree specialists and demolition 
contractors have been warned about the practice. 

During the year a new type of incinerator has been installed on one of the factory sites to deal 
with large amounts of polythene bags, cardboard boxes and other packaging materials. Working on 
the principle of burning from the top downwards with automatic control of flue temperature continuous 
usage has confirmed the makers claims that it is possible to burn this type of waste without causing 
smoke and without the use of additional fuel. 

86 visits including smoke observations were carried out during the year. 

Four members of the staff have completed courses in Air Pollution and two members hold the 
Smoke Inspectors Certificate. The National Industrial Fuel Efficiency Service continue to advise on 
the technical aspects of larger plants. 


NOISE ABATEMENT ACT, 1960 


Perhaps the most insistent form of pollution these days is the constant background noise which 
has slowly built up over the years with modern developments in transport and industry and often in 
recreational pursuits. This is, of course, most apparent in the more densely populated areas but it 
has affected the rural areas to a lesser extent. The public rarely complain about the general back- 
ground noise unless there is a sudden change in noise level or one particular noise becomes more 
apparent than the rest. In judging complaints it always becomes a question of relating the loudness 
or pitch of a noise with the general acceptable background noise and this does vary from one area to 
another. Judgment is very often made difficult because of the absence of any clear guidance as to 
when background noise becomes harmful to health and, of course, what irritates one person can be 
pleasure to another. 

The Noise Abatement Act of 1960 empowers a Local Authority to treat excessive noise or vibra- 
tion as a statutory nuisance and procedures provided for in Part III of the Public Health Act 1936 
applies. Three or more occupiers of land or premises can also make complaint to a Magistrate if they 
are affected by noise or vibration. 

During the year 201 visits were recorded in connection with complaints and included the following: 

High pitched noise traced to newly installed fan in factory 

Unmuffied road breakers on roadworks 

Dogs barking in kennels 

Noise from generators and compressors in factories 

Early morning tractor driving near sleeping accommodation 

Motor vehicle body repairs in residential areas 

Noise from electricity transformers. 

In all cases improvement was effected without recourse to legal proceedings and the Department 
received full co-operation from industrial concerns. 


ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1963 


Owners of boarding establishments for cats and dogs are required to be licensed by the Local 
Authority. The initial inspection of such premises is usually carried out by a Veterinary Officer 
retained by the Council for this purpose and if the accommodation including feeding and isolation 
arrangements are satisfactory a licence is issued expiring on the last day of each year. Subsequent 
visits are carried out by Public Health Inspectors at least annually and before a licence is renewed. 

On the 3ist December, 1972, 3 such licences were in force representing a total boarding accom- 
modation in the district of 270 dogs and 156 cats. 

The Council has adopted a Schedule of Conditions prepared by the British Veterinary Association 
and owners of Boarding Establishments are required to conform to the requirements. 

No cases of ill treatment or cruelty were recorded during the year. 
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PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951 


This Act provides for the control of pet animals offered for sale. The Council issue annual 
licences where premises are considered satisfactory and the licence carries conditions concerned with 
the health and welfare of pets (including birds and fishes) and also with the prevention of nuisance. 

Difficulty is some times encountered in deciding whether the main business is concerned with retail 
sale where a licence is required or whether the premises should be classed as breeding establishments, 
in which case a licence is not necessary. 

Seven licences were issued during 1972. 


RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1959 


Only one factory is engaged in manufacturing new upholstered furniture using specified materials 
and this is registered under the above Act. No formal action was necessary during the year. 


RADIOACTIVE SUBSTANCES ACT, 1960 


This Act requires persons who keep or use radioactive materials to be registered with the Depart- 
ment of the Environment and special authorisation must be obtained for the accumulation and disposal 
of radioactive wastes. 

Local Authorities may, after consultation, be requested to accept and deal with these wastes at 
refuse tips in accordance with the Department’s authorisation. Disposal is usually by conventional 
methods, i.e., discharge to sewers, incineration or burial with certain safeguards. No requests for 
disposal facilities have been received since the Act came into force. 

Apart from the above the Council has no jurisdiction under the Act but copies of all registrations 
and authorisation certificates are sent to the County and District Councils concerned who, in turn, 
may notify other interested parties such as the River Board and Fire Authority. 

Since the Act came into force copies of the following Certificates have been received: 

Certificate of Registration (Sec. 1) oF RU ss ” 

Certificate of Authorisation for Disposal (Sec. 6(2)) 

Notice of Revocation of Authorisation (Sec. 6/7) 
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BAKEHOUSES 


There are now only seven bakehouses in the District out of a total of twenty-three in 1950 and 
their main line is confectionary rather than bread. Multiple bakeries with full mechanisation and 
large throughput are the only firms able to make a worthwhile living out of bread alone and they have 
to a large extent ousted the small man. It is often said that modern bread with its additives is not as 
good as the old locally or home baked loaf but this apparently is not a view held by the public at 
large as evidenced by sales. Certainly wrapped and sliced bread is more convenient to the busy house- 
wife and it is less subject to contamination through distribution to sale but pre-packed bread is more 
liable to mould due to higher moisture content. Calcium Propionate is usually added to combat 
this tendency but shelf life is still very limited and much time is spent impressing on shopkeepers and 
delivery van drivers the need for particular care so far as stock rotation is concerned. 

On three occasions during the year the Council decided to take legal action under the Food and 
Drugs Act, 1955. Two involved mould—a mouldy loaf and a mouldy chocolate fudge cake which 
was found to be some eleven weeks out of code. In addition a firm of flour millers was prosecuted 
for selling self raising flour containing rodent droppings. 


PRESERVED FOOD PREMISES (Section 16 FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955) 


Total number on Register at 31.12.72... is ye os br a ai 233 
Sausage Manufacturers > me ae ss i ‘3 oF i's 22 
Fish Fryers .. od iH ~ R, a et: ae OY - 6 
Ice Cream (Storage and Sale Only) x ae i i E; i » 194 


Ham Boilers 11 
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Premises used in the course of manufacture, storage or sale of ice cream and the preparation or 
manufacture of certain meat and fish products are the only food premises required to be registered 
with the Local Authority. This ensures that premises can be made to comply with any relevant 
regulations, etc., before being brought into use. It has been mentioned in previous Reports that this 
system ought to be extended to all food premises and happily there are now signs that this may become 
law within the near future. 

No ice cream is manufactured in the area at the present time, although premises are being adapted 
for this purpose at Cottenham and should be in operation during the Summer of 1973. 

Registrations are for storage and sale of ice cream only, most being of the pre-packed varieties 
by well known national manufacturers. Soft ice cream is, however, growing in popularity and is 
usually sold from mobile vans based outside the Council’s area. 

It was not found necessary to take action under the Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations 
during the year. 


LICENSED PREMISES 


There are now 111 licensed premises in the area of which 5 are free houses and the remaining 106 
are owned by breweries. 

Generally premises have reached a comparatively high standard in recent years following the 
tendency to sell off less lucrative houses and the policy of carrying out modernisation schemes to 
those with a greater potential. 

Licenced clubs are becoming more popular in the villages particularly in view of the fact that 
drinks are substantially cheaper. This is often up to 25% less than in public houses and the saving 
is achieved by the use of voluntary labour in more austere surroundings. Another advantage clubs 
enjoy is that children can accompany parents. 

As the Clubs cater for members only the public house depends more on the casual visitor and 
motorist, and catering to some degree is usually involved providing from cold snacks to a full restaurant 
service. This can pose problems when premises are not large enough or readily adaptable for catering 
purposes and the breweries are not always very keen to finance the catering side of the business. 

However, the Department continues to enjoy a good relationship with the breweries generally 
and as a rule essential work is carried out without too much delay. 

Many public houses are registered under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 
allowing the Local Authority to concern themselves with the welfare and working conditions of 
employees as well as customer protection. 

During the year 178 visits were paid to licensed premises for all purposes. 


LICENSING ACTS, 1961-64 


All applications to the Justices for Certificates of Registration in respect of Clubs and similar 
premises are automatically referred to the Council and this allows the Department to check the pre- 
mises to ensure that they comply with Food Hygiene Regulations. If the premises are found to be 
unsatisfactory the Council can object to the granting of a Certificate of Registration. 

At 31st December, 1972, 32 such premises were registered in the Council’s area. 


FOOD SHOPS, CAFES AND OTHER FOOD PREMISES 


The following premises are subject to inspection by the Department in addition to those mentioned 
elsewhere: 


Food Shops ge Be ‘3 2 60 se e we me “ 174 
Cafes and Restaurants .. mr hae os * Sti ig ach 41 
Licensed Premises . . e ihe i es ood al? 43 ae ae 111 
Licensed Clubs... 3 ae o Sg, = ~ Be - 32 
Off Licences - gi ¥- “3 _ 27 
Residential Establishments, Hospitals, Homes, setessniea: zy 3 b 2 ore 22 
Factory Canteens .. : re bee Xe ee as 14 


School Canteens .. ae 7, nis § ft # th * a8 25 
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The Department continues to be very active on the food front and during the year 1,341 visits 
were made in connection with the Food Hygiene Regulations. Premises generally comply with 
requirements and if any infringements are observed they are more often than not concerned with 
practices rather than premises. The small shop keeper has to keep staff to an absolute minimum 
and very often this can result in inadequate cleansing routines or stock rotation systems. 

Manufacturers now seem to be accepting that coding of perishables should be easily understood 
by the customer and goods are often open stamped showing the “death” date but many retain a coding 
which can only be deciphered by those in the know. There are obvious reasons for this and Inspectors 
visiting shops are armed with the necessary information so that they are able to carry out a check and 
spot out-dated foodstuffs. Many retailers are in fact now adopting their own systems of coding in 
addition to those of the manufacturer. 

There is now a growing trade in foods prepared for the housewife’s freezer, particularly meat. 
Two butchers in the area prepack joints and cuts for this purpose but they rely on slow freezing which 
has certain disadvantages compared with blast or plate freezing. The cuts are wrapped in polythene 
on purchase and only need to be placed in airtight containers before being introduced to the domestic 
freezers. The keeping time is limited to about twelve months. It is doubtful whether there is any 
financial saving to be made by this method and the benefit is mainly one of convenience. At one time 
the housewife would hesitate about buying frozen meat at the somewhat lower price—fresh prime 
English or Scottish was demanded—but there is little difference between home killed and imported 
meats once they have entered the freezing cabinet. 

Inspection of delivery vans has shown that the system of sale and return is still being operated 
by many of the distributors and so long as out of date perishable goods are mutilated or defaced this 
is acceptable. Too often, however, the roundsman fails to keep fresh and returned items apart and 
this can lead to the retailer receiving out of date merchandise. 

Catering premises receive special attention and over the years there has been a rapid increase in 
the numbers of eating places. Most rely on frozen foodstuffs to provide a wide choice of menu. 
The kitchens of schools and those in three large hospitals in the area are inspected periodically and it 
should be mentioned that these premises set a very high standard and are an example to their com- 
mercial counterparts. 

Duties under the Imported Food Regulations of 1968 continue to increase as more container 
traffic passes through the ports direct to destination. All containers are inspected as they arrive both 
for fitness of contents and evidence of infestation within the container itself. Pulp fruit, frozen fruit 
and nuts are the most usual commodities. 

More complaints are now being received about the condition of purchases but it is felt that this 
is the result of advice and comments offered in the local and national press rather than a deterioration 
in standards. Incidents have included mouse droppings in flour, moths in chocolate, mouldy bread 
and chocolate fudge cake, animal hair/hide in beef steak and kidney pie, metal in macaroon, carbon 
in trifle, glass in lemonade, mouldy sausages, plastic in luncheon meat, tainted flour, stale cornish 
pasty, decomposing bacon and decomposing poultry. Every complaint is thoroughly investigated 
and steps taken to prevent further incidents of a similar nature. If culpable negligence is shown a 
recommendation to prosecute is made and during the year fines and costs have amounted to £110.00 

Under the provisions of the Local Government Act of 1972 it appears that the division of responsi- 
bility for the control of quality and fitness of food between the County and District Authorities will 
be retained. This is particularly disappointing as the reorganisation of Local Government seemed 
to offer an ideal opportunity to regularise the position. 


MILK SUPPLY 
Number of Wholesale Producers in the area .. a a ce ae Ms 26 
Number of Producer/Retailers in the area - a: ie - oy i 1 
Number of Retail Purveyors in the area : ey ng ne a: es 52 
Number of Distributors with Premises in the area ey. J ‘ : es 12 


There is one producer/retailer selling untreated milk in the anions s area. This is tuberculin 
tested and sampled regularly for both bacteriological and biological purposes. Brucella abortus is 
now the only animal disease of any significance transmissable to man via milk and the Ministry of 
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Agriculture, Fisheries and Food started an area eradication programme on the Ist November 1971 
to deal with this problem. Each area is subject to control procedures and all herds not entered in 
voluntary schemes are being blood tested with restriction on movement of cattle where necessary. 
Norfolk was due to be included on the Ist April, 1973 with Cambridgeshire following on the Ist April, 
1974 but owing to staff shortages both schemes have been postponed for six months. Voluntary 
schemes are however still going ahead and about 80% of dairy herds in the Cambridgeshire area are 
involved and something like 60% of total eligible cattle are now accredited. 


The District Council continues to register dairies and distributors and is responsible for general 
hygiene in such premises except where they are associated with production. In the latter cases the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food are responsible whilst milk processing including pasteuri- 
sation is supervised by the County Council as Food and Drugs Authority. 


Complaints continue to be received occasionally about milk being delivered in dirty or stained 
bottles in spite of all the precautions taken at bottling plants and this is likely to continue until return- 
able containers are taken out of use. The public must bear a large share of the blame because of 
their misuse of bottles but there is sometimes evidence of neglect both at the dairy and by roundsmen 
in not spotting some very obvious cases. 


There are several goat keepers in the area but so far as is known none produce milk for sale. 
Advice is given by the Department when necessary and although no legislation covers this particular 
field the British Goat Society have produced their own comprehensive code of practice. 


OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963 


The above Act introduced on the Ist August, 1964 safeguards the health, welfare and safety of 
non-industrial workers who are not protected by the Factories Acts. Administration is divided 
between the Local Authority and the Factory Inspectorate, the latter being responsible for premises 
owned by the Crown and Local Authorities or where used for factory or railway purposes. The 
Local Fire Authority remains responsible for dealing with fire precautions. 


The Act covers the provision of adequate heating, lighting, ventilation, toilet accommodation, 
washing facilities, first aid equipment and cleanliness and provides generally for the safety of employees. 


Accidents resulting in employees being absent from work for more than three days are required 
to be notified and full investigations are carried out in each case, with a view to preventing similar 
incidents occurring. 


All premises in which the sum of hours worked by employees, other than relatives, is normally 
more than twenty-one in each week, are required to be registered and it is the Department’s aim to 
visit these premises at least once every twelve months. During the year 15 new premises were registered 
making a total of 214 on the register. 185 visits were recorded during 1972. A total of 84 contra- 
ventions were noted but in the majority of cases these were only of a minor nature—failure to display 
an Abstract of the Act, failure to provide a thermometer in working areas and incomplete first aid equip- 
ment. 


Since 1964 there has been a general improvement in working conditions and it is only occasionally 
that important provisions of the Act are not complied with, these being mainly where existing premises 
have been adapted for new purposes. However, failure to comply is, in the main, found to be the 
result of being unaware of requirements or just thoughtlessness on the part of management. 

The following report was submitted to the Minister of Labour on the 8th March, 1973: 


1. Registration of Premises: 

Premises registered under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 1963 numbered 214 at 
the 31st December, 1972. The majority of premises are retail shops (61%) with offices (20%) and 
catering establishments (10%). One-thousand and ninety-five persons were employed in registered 
premises during the year being an increase of fifty-five as compared with 1971. 


2. Operation of the General Provisions of the Act: 

Plans submitted for Building Regulation and Planning Approval continue to be scrutinised and 
any failure to comply with the Act is listed along with comments under the Building Regulations so 
that the owner knows at an early stage at least about structural requirements. 
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Class of Premises 


(1) 
Offices 


TABLE A 
REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSPECTIONS 


| Number of Premises 


| 
| 
| 
| 


newly registered 
during the year 


(2) 
Zz 


Total number of 
registered premises 
at end of year 


(3) 
43 


Number of registered 
premises receiving 
one or more general 
inspections during 
the year 


(4) 


Retail Shops 11 

Wholesale Shops, Ware- 
houses — 

Catering Establishments 
open to the public, 

Canteens 

Fuel Storage Depots 


Totals 


TABLE B 


NUMBER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS CN CLEDINS GENERAL INSPECTIONS) 
REGISTERED PREMISES nf : ee Be: 


TABLE C 


ANALYSIS BY WORKPLACE OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN REGISTERED 
PREMISES AT END OF YEAR 


Class of Workplace Number of Persons Employed 


(1) | 
Offices 436 
Retail Shops 456 
Wholesale Departments, Warehouses 64 
Catering Establishments open to the Public 123 


Canteens | 6 
Fuel Storage Depots 10 


1,095 


Total 
Total Males 546 


Total Females 549 


Eighty-four contraventions were noted during the year compared with seventy-three in 1971 and 
categorised as follows:— 

Failure to display Abstract 24; Redecoration 17; Defective toilet accommodation 10; Incom- 
plete first aid kit 6; Lack of thermometers 8; Defective Flooring 5; Inadequate lighting 3; Lack of 
Safety Precautions 3; No provision for Clothing 3; Inadequate Ventilation 2 and one case each of 
lack of washing accommodation and drinking water and inadequate heating. 
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Staff generally appear reluctant to complain about infringements either at the time of inspection 
or by direct contact with the Public Health Department and management complain that staff will not 
always follow safety procedures. They often prefer the most expeditious method—not necessarily 
always the safest way. 


One serious anomoly in the Act is the fact that schools, technical colleges and laboratories are 
not registerable or subject to inspection. Prescribed dangerous machinery is often found in such 
establishments and one would have expected that some form of control would be adopted. 


Only one accident was reported during the year and this involved the driver of a lorry who jumped 
out of his cab before the vehicle had finally stopped, resulting in the front wheel passing over his own 
foot. 


No problems have arisen under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises (Hoists and Lifts) 
Regulations of 1968 and it was not found necessary to take statutory action during the year under 
review. 


MEAT INSPECTION 


Three slaughterhouses still operate in the Council’s area, two of which are used by retailers at 
Elsworth and Waterbeach in connection with their own trade and only have a very small throughput. 
The third slaughterhouse at Histon is concerned in the main with a wholesale business and killing 
takes place daily with the exception of Sundays. 


Table No. 9 shows a small decrease in the number of animals slaughtered during 1972 compared 
with the previous year and this was due to the closure of the larger premises for extensive alterations. 
As a temporary measure some of the slaughtering was transferred to Elsworth but this proved far 
from satisfactory from a food hygiene point of view mainly because the throughput became too great 
for the restricted floor space. 


Works at the wholesale slaughterhouse are now almost complete and it complies generally with 
the requirements of the Slaughterhouse (Hygiene) Regulations 1958 but hygiene in such premises is 
mainly concerned with method of operation and practices adopted. 


A 100% meat inspection service has been maintained since the decentralisation of slaughtering in 
1954 in accordance with Schedule 1 of the Meat Regulations 1963. If found to be fit the carcases are 
marked with an official stamp and allowed to be removed for sale for human consumption. The 
scale of charges for inspection remains unchanged and in accordance with The Meat Inspection 
(Amendment) Regulations 1971 is as follows: 


Bovine Animal ie re ns ws vr - a bie wit i 18p 
Calf or Pig .. > a ed ie a sis 5 8 oi or 5p 
Sheep, Lamb or Goat a fe :, >: ae ay is de 3 4p 


As shown in Table No. 9 income from this source amounted to £682.95 for the year 1972. 


The incidence of disease and abnormality shows a slight decrease in the case of cows, calves, 
pigs and sheep but an increase has occurred in cattle. Twenty-one carcases showed evidence of past 
infection with Cysticercus bovis but as no viable cysts were observed in any of these cases it was not 
considered necessary to resort to refrigeration treatment. Again, no case of tuberculosis was en- 
countered during the year under review. 


Fifty-three specimens from sixteen animals were submitted for bacteriological examination of 
which eight specimens were found to carry pathogens. 

Meat unfit for human consumption is required to be removed to a suitable sterilising plant before 
being sold for pet foods, fertilisers, etc., and is a general requirement of The Meat (Sterilisation) 
Regulations 1969. 


Once again, the advice and assistance offered by the Divisional Veterinary Officer, The Veterinary 
Investigation Centre and the Public Health Laboratories is gratefully acknowledged. 
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TABLE No. 9 


SUMMARY OF MEAT INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1972 


Animals killed and inspected 


All Diseases Except T.B. 
Whole carcases and offal con- 
demned 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ condemned 


% of number inspected affected 
with disease other than T.B. 


T.B. Only 
Whole carcases and offal con- 
demned 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ condemned 


% of number inspected affec- 
ted with T.B. 


Number of Organs or Parts 
Condemned—AIll Diseases 
Head 
Lungs 
Heart 
Liver 
Spleen 
Diaph. 

Kidney 

Stomach 

Mes. 

Other 
TOTAL 


Cysticercosis 
(Degenerated Cysts) 


| 


Cattle 
not 
Cows 


1148 
(1308) 


10 (14) 


47 (53) 


2 (12) 


118 (130) 


5 


4 (+ 
mea 
nero 

— — 


Carcases of which some part or organ was 


condemned 


7 (21) 


Carcases submitted to treatment by 


refrigeration 


Nil (2) 


Figures in brackets refer to comparable figures for 1971. 
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Calves 


61 
(17) 


51 (43) 
276 247) 
92 1) 
~ 350 (474) 
Wi a 
a) 
29 20) 
=e 
1 (—) 
38 (28) 
~ 842.904) | 79 (68) 


Income from Meat Inspection 


£ £ 
Beef 210.42 (166.684) 
Pork 317.85 (230.254) 
Mutton 152.08 (88.65) 
Veal 2.60 (0.04) 


£682.95 (£485.63) 


POULTRY INSPECTION 


No large scale processing companies operate in the area but random checks are carried out at 
small poultry premises and retail shops, particularly over the Christmas period. 


The provisions of the slaughter of Poultry Act 1967 are enforced as far as possible but smaller 
premises are often difficult to locate and such premises possibly provide the greatest risk to health. 


All Inspectors in the Department have attended courses on Poultry Inspection. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT 1933-58 


Licences to slaughter animals renewed .. ee os beg oA x. = 7 
New licences issued ie 3 % 2s ae ae - as a Nil 
Total on Register at 31.12.72... a - Pt Oe a ae ¥ 


Slaughtering is carried out at only three premises in the area and 7 persons are licensed to slaughter. 


The Department is also responsible for administering the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of 
Cruelty) Regulations 1958 designed to prevent animals suffering whilst awaiting slaughter. No 
contraventions have been recorded during the year. 


APPENDIX 
FACTORIES ACT, 1961 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31.12.72 


1. INSPECTION for the purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections made by Public 
Health Inspectors). 


Number of 


Number = |—-——__--—____ 
Premises on Written Occupiers 
Register Inspections | Notices Prosecuted 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 


(i) Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 6 are to be enforced by Local 
Authorities 

(ii) Factories not included in (i) in which 
Section 7 is enforced by the Local 
Authority 

(iii) Other Premises in which Section 7 is 
enforced by the Local Authority (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ premises) 
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2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found 


Number of Cases in which Number of 
defects were found cases in which 
—__———————__| prosecutions 
Referred were 
Particulars Remedied |——————_———_ _instituted 
To H.M. | By H.M. 
Inspector | Inspector 


(1) (4) (5) 


Want of cleanliness (S.1) 
Overcrowding (S.2) 
Unreasonable Temperature (S.3) 
Inadequate Ventilation (S.4) 
Ineffective Drainage of Floors (S.6) 
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) 

(a) Insufficient 

(b) Unsuitable or Defective 

(c) Not separate for sexes 
Other offences against the Act 

(not including offences relating 

to Out-work) 


OUTWORK 
(Sections 133 and 134) 


Section 133 Section 134 


No. of out- No. of No. of No. of 
workers in cases of prosecu- instances 
Nature of August List default tions for of work in | Notices Prose- 
Work required by | in sending failure to unwhole- Served cutions 
Section 133 lists to | supply some 
(1) (c) the Council lists premises 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 


Wearing Apparel, 
Making, etc. 21 

Cleaning and 
Washing 

Making Artificial 
Flowers 
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